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IDENTIFIERS 

ABSTRACT 


♦Structure of Intellect 

The Bridges SOI Model School Program is an educational 



service based upon the SOI (Structure of Intellect) Model School curriculum. 
For the middle seven months of the academic year, all students in the program 
complete brief daily exercises that develop specific cognitive skills 
delineated in the SOI model. Additionally, intensive individual activities 
are undertaken by a subset of students judged by school staff to be at-risk 
academically. This study evaluated the first year of this program as 
implemented at a 154-student K-8 school in Palo Verde, Arizona. Student 
performance was measured before and after program implementation, using the 
Stanford Achievement Test Series, the Cognitive Abilities Test, and the SOI 
Analysis Profile of Cognitive Abilities. Further, brief structured interviews 
were used to elicit and record perceptions of staff. Findings indicated that 
after one year, the principal, Lab Specialist and aide, and teachers of this 
school expressed a markedly positive view of the Bridges program. Further, 
clear gains were made by Bridges Lab participants on most of the SOI indices. 
Beyond Bridges program- specif ic measures, for two grade levels, there was 
evidence of reliable improvements in Stanford Achievement Test mathematics 
scores. However, there were no discernible effects of the program on Stanford 
Achievement Test reading scores or on Cognitive Abilities Test verbal, 
quantitative, and nonverbal scores. In contrast, there was also evidence of a 
reliable decline in mathematics performance at one grade level. (Five 
appendices include raw and statistical analysis data.) (JS) 
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This document reviews information that pertains to the first academic year (1997-98) of 
implementation of the Bridges SOI Model School Program (hereafter the Bridges program) in Palo 
Verde School, Palo Verde, Arizona. The report was completed by Statistical Consulting Services 
of Tempe, Arizona. Intellectual Development Systems, Inc. (hereafter IDS), of, Annapolis, 
Maryland, commissioned this report. The report contains sections describing the Bridges 
program, the community and school, the tests and measures, and general findings. A final 
section contains a summary, impressions, and recommendations. Five appendices contain 
supporting documents. 



The Bridges Program 

The Bridges program 1 is an educational service based upon the SOI. (Structure of 
Intellect) Model School curriculum 2 . IDS distributes all program materials and delivers training 
and support services to a participating school. Following Dr. J. P. Guilford's model of human 
intelligence, 3 as applied to education by Dr. Mary Meeker, 4 the SOI Model School curriculum has 
both group and individual elements. For .the middle seven months of the academic year in each 
classroom, all students complete brief daily exercises (15 or 20 minutes each) that develop 
specific cognitive skills specified in the SOI model. These exercises prepare the cognitive abilities 
which schools assume each student brings to the classroom; e.g., attention span, memory and 
recall, comparison/contrast thinking, process orientation, symbol decoding, contextual 
comprehension, etc. More advanced SOI activities are interspersed among these classroom SOI 
exercises, to enhance the student's abilities in such higher-level domains as creativity, algorithmic 
logic, systems analysis, cause/effect reasoning, judgment, etc. For 1997-98, these exercises 
were in the form of loose-leaf worksheets; for 1998-99, they are bound in consumable 

workbooks. 



1 SOI Model School Program Standard Program Description. Intellectual Development Systems, 1998. The 
program is also implemented in secondary schools, corrections, and welfare-to-work settings, where its 
components differ in certain particulars. 

2 The SOI Model School. Robert Meeker and Mary Meeker, 1995. 

3 The Nature of Human Intelligence. J. P. Guilford. McGraw-Hill, 1967. 
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